
The Importance of Baptism 
This is a teaching on the importance of Biblically defined Baptism with full Scriptural 
verification. 
John 4:1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than John,  
John 4:2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)  
John 4:3   He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 
 
Mat 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
 
Act 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
 
Act 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, 
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  
Act 8:13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with 
Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.  
Act 8:14¶Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:  
Act 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost:  
Act 8:16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus 
Act 8:17 Then laid they [their] hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  
 
Act 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto 
him Jesus.  
Act 8:36 And as they went on [their] way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, 
See, [here is] water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  
Act 8:37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered 
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  
Act 8:38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, 
both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  
Act 8:39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.  
 
Act 9:17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him 
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, [even] Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, 
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.  
Act 9:18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight 
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.  
 
Act 10:46 ....Then answered Peter,  
Act 10:47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Ghost as well as we?  
Act 10:48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they 
him to tarry certain days. 
 
Act 16:30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  
Act 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 



house.  
Act 16:32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.  
Act 16:33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed [their] stripes; and was 
baptized, he and all his, straightway.  
 
Act 18:8And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; 
and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.  
Act 19:3And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 
baptism.  
Act 19:4Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  
Act 19:5When they heard [this], they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
 
Act 22:12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the 
Jews which dwelt [there],  
Act 22:13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the 
same hour I looked up upon him.  
Act 22:14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his 
will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.  
Act 22:15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.  
Act 22:16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord.  
 
Rom 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
his death?  
Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
Rom 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also [in 
the likeness] of [his] resurrection:  
Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  
Rom 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.  
Rom 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:  
Rom 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over him.  
Rom 6:10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  
Rom 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
1Cr 12:12¶For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body: so also [is] Christ.  
1Cr 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, 
whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  
1Cr 12:14 For the body is not one member, but many.  
1Cr 12:15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore 
not of the body?  
1Cr 12:16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore 
not of the body?  
1Cr 12:17 If the whole body [were] an eye, where [were] the hearing? If the whole [were] 
hearing, where [were] the smelling?  
1Cr 12:18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased 



him.  
 
Gal 3:26¶For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  
Gal 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Eph 4:4   [There is] one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  
Eph 4:5   One Lord, one faith, one baptism,   Eph 4:6   One God and Father of all, who [is] 
above all, and through all, and in you all.   

-------- Original Message -------- 
Subject: I was refered to you from Dr. Scott Johnson with a ? about 
baptism. 
From: Matt   
Date: Mon, August 15, 2011 1:56 pm 
To: <pastoradams@independencebaptist.com> 
Hello and good morning Pastor Adams, 
  
Many blessings to you today!  I am a listener of Dr. Scott Johnson 
(www.contendingfortruth.com), and I recently asked him a question regarding baptism.  He 
responded that it was more of a Pastoral issue, and he didn't really feel qualified to answer me, 
and gave me your email address.   
  
I will include my email to him for you to read, as  I hope you can direct me to an answer.     
  
Here is what I asked him: 
  
Good afternoon Dr. Scott Johnson, 
  
I had a question about baptism.  My wife and I were both baptized years ago at a 501 c 3 
church.  We both feel that now, we are truly saved, and want to get re baptized, and baptize our 
7 year old daughter as well.   
  
My question is, I was wondering if I would be able to baptize my wife and daughter, and if there 
was certain scripture to say before a baptism.  I am aware that you baptize them in the Name of 
the Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit, but was un certain if there was a specific scripture. 
  
Is it un biblical to be baptized by a female?  I am wondering, because then I would need to bring 
a saved male, to baptize me instead of my wife.  I know females can't be priests or deacons etc, 
but wasn't sure if that applied to baptizing someone.   Are you able to baptize your self? 
  
Sorry if these questions seem naive, I just want to follow scripture on this and please our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.  I appreciate your time on this Scott.  God bless you and your family! 
  
Your-brother-in-Christ 
Matt  
Phoenix,Az 
  
Pastor Adams, I do thank you for your time on this matter, and helping me clear this up.   My 
wife and I just want to get baptized correctly, and Honor and Glorify Our Lord and Saviour. Our 

mailto:pastoradams@independencebaptist.com
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7 year old daughter also, is ready, to dedicate her life to Jesus as well. We want to do this 
without the aid of a 501 c 3 corporate church.   I thank you so much for your response.   
  
May our Lord and Saviour Bless you and your family. 
  
Your-brother-in-Christ 
Matt  Phx. AZ 
 
 
From: pastoradams@independencebaptist.com 
[mailto:pastoradams@independencebaptist.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 6:49 AM 
To: Matt Ratliff 
Cc: Dr. Scott Johnson 
Subject: RE: I was refered to you from Dr. Scott Johnson with a ? about baptism. 
 
Dear Bro. Matt, 
  
I know Baptist preachers for whom I have great respect who teach that a man administering the 
ordinance of baptism must have proper authority to do so, and that authority is successively 
conferred upon him at ordination (see Ac 6:6, 13:3; 1 Tim. 4:14, 5:22).  They refer to baptism 
administered by non-Baptists and those without proper authority as "alien immersion."  The 
problem is that there is not clear Biblical authority for this position.  In Paul's ministry he 
baptized only a very few (1 Cor. 1:14...); his helpers did the baptizing, as did Jesus' disciples.  In 
general I believe that baptism is to be a public statement of faith made before the church, a 
church ordinance to be done in the church, and generally is the door of entry into the local 
church (Eph. 4:5, 1 Cor. 12:12-13); but Phillip's baptism of the Ethiopian in Ac. 8 appears to be 
an example of one baptism outside the church.  There are no examples of women baptizing 
anyone in scripture, and I believe that because a woman cannot be qualified to be an elder or a 
deacon or to teach other men, a woman is also not qualified to administer the ordinance of 
baptism.  I would not want to be baptized by anyone who is not elder or deacon qualified. 
  
I do not believe that baptisms administered in 501c3 churches are necessarily null or void.  
However if you were not truly saved when you were baptized that is a good reason to be re-
baptized.  But if that is the case then I think you'll want to find the closest non-501c3 church to 
become a member (even if a long-distance member) of and then get re-baptized in that church.  
  
I hope this helps. 
 
  
Bro. Sam Adams 
Pastor, Independence Baptist Church 
Belleview, Florida 
(352) 425-9901 
www.sermonaudio.com/pastorsamadams 
  
  

Acts 2:38 
Satan's Favorite Bible Verse To Misinterpret 

http://www.av1611.org/jmelton/acts2.html  
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"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost." (Acts 2:38) 

The above verse of scripture is a favorite among many religious groups. One can 
hear it several times on Sunday morning radio programs, as well as from the pulpits 
of numerous groups, and it can be found in much religious literature. The verse is a 
favorite because, on the surface, it seemingly states that one must be baptized in 
order to be saved, and without baptism one is not saved. So, those who believe 
that water baptism is essential for salvation make it a regular habit of using Acts 
2:38 as scriptural support. 

The problem is that Acts 2:38 isn't the only verse in the Bible which deals with 
salvation. While many claim to "speak where the scriptures speak and remain silent 
where the scriptures are silent," they practically ignore most of the New Testament 
teaching on salvation. The only verses that such false teachers quote and 
reference are the ones they feel they can use to promote their "water gospel." The 
fact is that most of what the New Testament says about salvation doesn't include 
baptism at all! (John 5:24, John 11:25-26, John 14:6, Romans 4:5, Romans 10:9-
13, Eph. 2:8-9, etc.), and the few places that do mention water baptism do not 
include it as part of one's salvation. Water baptism follows salvation as one of the 
first steps of obedience for the new believer. 

In spite of this obvious truth, the cultists remain steadfast in their heresy, insisting 
that Acts 2:38 sets forth water baptism as a requirement for salvation. Thus, this 
verse of scripture has become Satan's favorite Bible verse. In fact, many are 
trusting water baptism alone for the salvation of their souls! Indeed, Satan has 
deceived multitudes by his perversion of Acts 2:38. 

Rather than ignore Acts 2:38 by quoting "our favorite verses" instead, it is more 
appropriate to facethis popular verse of scripture and see if the cultists are right in 
what they claim it teaches.  

The Truth about Acts 2:38  

First, please notice that verse 38 isn't the only verse in Acts 2. In Peter's message, 
a great deal was said before verse 38 came out of his mouth. In fact, he even told 
his listeners how to be saved before verse 38! In Acts 2:21, Peter quotes from Joel 
2 and says, "And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved." His words preceding verse 38 were so convicting that his 
listeners were "pricked in their heart" in verse 37. So, to use verse 38 out of its 
context causes a misrepresentation of God's word. The verse does not stand alone, 
and, in fact, a totally different meaning is conveyed when one makes it stand alone. 

Another error that many make with Acts 2:38 is the error of assumption. It is 
assumed that the word "for" must mean "in order to get." That is, being baptized 



"for" the remission of sins supposedly means to be baptized "in order to get" 
remission of sins. However, a closer look at the scriptures will reveal that this isn't 
the case at all. 

Notice Luke 5:12-14: "And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a 
man full of leprosy: who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, saying, 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And he put forth his hand, and touched 
him, saying, I will: be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him. 
And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew thyself to the priest, and offer 
for thy cleansing, according as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them." 
Jesus made this man clean in verse 13, yet in the next verse, verse 14, Jesus tells 
him to go offer a sacrifice "for thy cleansing" as a "testimony." Here the word "for" 
cannot mean "in order to get" because he had already gotten his cleansing in verse 
13! It obviously meant "because of" his cleansing. If a man goes to jail "for 
stealing," then he goes there "because of" the stealing that he's already done, not 
"in order to get" a chance to steal again. 

Some like to argue that the Greek word "eis" means "in order to," but this isn't 
always the case. Jesus said in Matthew 12:41, "The men of Nineveh shall rise in 
judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at (eis) 
the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here." The Greek word 
for "at" is "eis." Does this mean that the men of Nineveh repented "in order to get" 
the preaching of Jonah? No, they repented "because of" the preaching of Jonah. 
So, even "the Greek" doesn't demand the popular interpretation of Acts 2:38. The 
word "for" can be used different ways, not just one, so it is wrong to assume that it 
must mean "in order to get" in Acts 2:38. 

Another factor which is commonly ignored is the JEWISH factor. Every person in 
Acts 2 is a Mosaic law observing Old Testament Jew. In fact, they are all gathered 
together to observe a JEWISH FEAST called Pentecost (verse 1). A fair reading of 
the whole chapter (especially verses 4, 14, and 36) will clearly reveal that no 
Gentiles (non Jews) are present. Since this involves Jews, it involves a NATION 
(verse 36!!), not individuals. No one asked, "What must I do to be saved?" The 
question asked concerned the NATION of Israel: "Men and brethren, what shall we 
do?" (verse 37) Not, "What shall I do," but rather, "What shall WE do?" Acts 2 
presents a NATION of people who come to realize that they have murdered their 
blessed Messiah and they're asking what THEY must do. It's a question concerning 
NATIONAL salvation. Isaiah 66:8 says, ". . . shall a nation be born at once? for as 
soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children." The "nation" is Israel! 
Romans 11:26 says, "And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall 
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob." Acts 
2:38 is dealing with NATIONAL salvation. The Messianic Kingdom is still available 
to the Jews (until Acts 7:60 when they kill Stephen), so national salvation remains 
an issue until then.  

This is clear from what follows Acts 7. In Acts 8, an individual from Africa is saved 



(before baptism). In Acts 9, an individual from Asia is saved (before baptism). In 
Acts 10, an individual from Europe is saved (before baptism). Why didn't these 
individual conversions occur before Acts 7? Because the first seven chapter of Acts 
deal with Israel (1:6-8; 2:36; 3:12; 4:8-10; 5:31; 6:7-14; 7:1-60). The question of 
INDIVIDUAL salvation is asked and answered in Acts 16:30-31: ". . . Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house." Those who fail to make this distinction are guilty of 
violating II Timothy 2:15 where we are told to RIGHTLY DIVIDE the word of truth. 

The Bible says the gospel is to go to the Jew FIRST (Rom. 1:16), so they are the 
FIRST to receive the gospel in the book of Acts (chapter 2), but they are not the last 
to receive it. Acts doesn't end with chapter 2, so we should be cautious of anyone 
who develops their doctrine in Acts 2 while practically ignoring the next 26 chapters! 
If God didn't stop in Acts 2, then why does anyone else? Could it be that the later 
chapters in Acts contain information which the cultists want hidden from us? Could 
it be that there are other scriptures in Acts which do not agree with the wording of 
Acts 2:38? Could it be that Peter himself, the one preaching in Acts 2:38, says 
something different when speaking to individual Gentiles like you and me? One 
only has to read Acts chapter 10 to get the answer. Peter is preaching again in Acts 
10, except only to individual Gentiles, and something very interesting occurs. In 
Acts 2:38, the Holy Ghost was promised to be given to the converts AFTER they 
were baptized, yet in Acts 10:44 the Holy Ghost falls upon the Gentiles BEFORE 
they are baptized! Now, Paul tells us in Romans 8:9, " . . .if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." Having God's Spirit is synonymous with 
belonging to God or being saved (John 3:6-8), so the Gentiles in Acts 10 were 
saved BEFORE they were baptized in water. Why don't the Acts 2:38 cultists ever 
point this out? Answer: It destroys their perverted doctrine that water baptism is 
essential for salvation. 

The fact is that Acts 2:38 is NOT the "model" plan of salvation, nor are any of the 
other "water verses" which the cultists use. Only by taking such verses out of their 
context can one teach such heresy. All of the Bible is true, not just the favorite 
"proof texts" of the cults. Baptism saves no one. It only serves as a testimonial 
picture of the death, the burial, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ AFTER one has 
believed on Christ (Acts 8:36-38). Paul said in I Corinthians 1:17 that ". . . Christ 
sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the 
cross of Christ should be made of none effect." This "gospel" is defined by Paul in I 
Corinthians 15:1-4, and it does NOT include water baptism. The dying thief was not 
baptized, yet Jesus saved him (Luke 23:42-43), and John wrote that we are 
washed in the BLOOD of Christ (Rev. 1:5), not in the water. In fact, the saints in 
Heaven claim to have gotten there by the blood of Jesus (Rev. 5:9), not by water. 
By faith in the blood of Jesus Christ one is saved (Rom. 3:25). Water baptism only 
follows this faith as an outward step of obedience. 

Friend, if you have fallen for the water gospel, why not repent of your sin and trust 
Jesus Christ alone? Acts 10:43 says, "To him give all the prophets witness, that 



through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins." Why 
not believe on Christ 100% right now and quit trusting something you DO for 
salvation? "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." (Rom. 5:1) Ephesians 2:8-9 says, "For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any 
man should boast." Romans 10:9-13 says,"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, 
Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Why 
not right now? 

 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Marc R. Havens  
To: Scott A. Johnson  
Sent: Sunday, November 23, 2008 9:59 AM 
Subject: Someone has sent you an email from SermonAudio.com... 

 
This message was sent to you using the contact-email form on SermonAudio.com: 
 
From Name: Marc R. Havens 
From Email: havens1@ 
 
Message: 
Dear Scott, 
 I have been listening to your bible studies. You have been a great blessing w/the info 
you are putting out there. Thank You very much. I have a ? maybe you can help me 
with. I've heard that the King James Version isn't a very good translation and the people 
who say this are always going to Acts 2:38 saying that you can't be baptized for the 
remission of sins. How do I explain that text? . I have always used the King James but 
this is really bothering me and I'm not sure what to say. Once again thank you for your 
bible studies and may the Lord bless your ministry. 
            In Jesus, 
                  Marc 
e-mail havens1@ 
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